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Abstract

Objective: Application of Susceptibility Weighted Imaging (SWI) in diagnosis of Hemorrhagic
Transformation (HT) of acute Massive Cerebral Infarction (MCI) and assessment of collateral
circulation re-formation.

Methods: 50 patients with MCI in internal carotid artery system were included. Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI) scans of TIWI (T1 Weighted Image), T2WI (T2 Weighted Image), DWI (Diffusion
Weighted Image), MRA (Magnetic Resonance Angiography) and SWI sequences were performed on
patients. WI and routine MR (Magnetic Resonance) sequence images obtained before and after
treatment were statistically analyzed to detect HT of MCI and reveal differences in collateral circulation
re-formation in ischemic regions before and after treatment.

Results: (1) HT was detected in 18 patients (36%) in SWI scans including 14 cases (28%) of HI
(Hemorrhagic Infarction) and four cases (8%) of PH (parenchymal hemorrhage). 11 cases (22%) of
hemorrhagic transformation was detected in routine MR sequence scans, in which seven cases (14%)
were HI and four cases (8%) were PH. The difference between groups was statistically significant
(P<0.05). In SWI scans, 106 post-infarction hemorrhagic lesions were detected, with 100% detection
rate. In routine MR sequence scans, only 26 hemorrhagic lesions were detected, with a detection rate of
32.51%. Mainly micro hemorrhagic lesions were missing. Difference between groups was statistically
significant (P<0.05); (2) SWI sequence images provide a good display of microvessels in cerebral infarct
region. Microvessels in patients in acute phase were found to reduce or disappear, while microvessels
surrounding infarct area in patients in recovery phase were found to increase; occurrence rate was 66 %.
MRA scans were able to find 82 % of responsible blood vessels of cerebral infarction.

Conclusion: SWI sequence scans are more sensitive than routine MRI sequence scans in revealing HT of
acute MCI. MRA combined with SWI can effectively detect responsible blood vessels of cerebral

infarction and monitor collateral circulation re-formation in infarct area.
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Introduction

In recent years, the incidence of cerebrovascular diseases has
continuously increased, which has become one of the diseases
that seriously endanger the health of the elderly and Massive
Cerebral Infarction (MCI) has been found to have a much
higher disability and lethality rate. Studies have shown that the
incidence of secondary hemorrhage after Hemorrhagic
Infarction (HI) was approximately 30%. Furthermore, the
incidence of HI after MCI was much higher, in which severe
HT patients had a mortality of up to 80% [1,2]. Therefore,
accurate and timely detection of bleeding in lesions and timely
adjustment of treatment plans is of great significance to the
prognosis of patients. At the same time, whether collateral
circulation is effectively established after MCI is an important
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index of prognosis. Determining how to rapidly and effectively
monitor collateral circulation re-formation in the infarct area is
difficult, which has become a hot topic in the treatment of
MCIL

Susceptibility Weighted Imaging (SWI) is a magnetic
resonance imaging technology that has recently been used in
clinical practice. It produces an image contrast using magnetic
sensitivity differences between different tissues. Furthermore,
it has high sensitivity to bleeding, vein and iron deposition; and
can clearly display intracranial microbleeds and venous
structures [3]. In recent years, SWI has been gradually applied
in the diagnosis and treatment of cerebrovascular disease [1-5].
In this study, 50 cerebral infarction patients with relatively
large infarct areas in the internal carotid artery system received
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inpatient treatment in our hospital from January 2012 to
January 2014. Then, these patients were enrolled for
comparative analysis through routine MRI and SWI sequence
scans. Our aim is to evaluate the clinical significance of SWI in
the detection of HT of cerebral infarction, and assess collateral
circulation re-formation.

Materials and Methods

General materials

From January 2012 to January 2014, a total of 50 patients in
our hospital, who were confirmed to develop acute MCI in the
internal carotid artery system by clinical and imaging
diagnosis, were enrolled as research objects. The main clinical
manifestations were: unconsciousness, hemiplegia,
hemianopsia, hemihypesthesia, aphasia, etc.

Inclusion criteria: All the diagnostic criteria of MCI in the
internal carotid artery system are in line with the revised
diagnostic criteria for cerebral infarction established during the
Fourth National Cerebrovascular Diseases Conference in China
in 1995, and cerebral hemorrhage was excluded by CT. CT
scans of the brain at 24 h after the onset revealed a large area
of cerebral infarct, which belonged to MCI of the anterior
circulation (according to the Adamas standard: infarct area>3
cm? and the main blood supply area of large blood vessels in
two or more anatomical sites were affected).

Exclusion criteria: Patients with claustrophobia syndrome,
with metal inside body, and combined with pressure disease
and severe heart disease of the respiratory system, as well as
patients who could not cooperate during MRI tests, were
excluded from this study.

Age: Twenty-eight male patients aged 56.0-78.0 y old, with an
average age of 68.5 = 2.5 y old. Twenty-two female patients
aged 50.0-70.0 y old, with an average age of 65.5 = 3.0 y old.

This study was conducted in accordance with the declaration of
Helsinki. This study was conducted with approval from the
Ethics Committee of our hospital.

Written informed consent was obtained from all participants.

Research methods

MRI scans of TIWI, T2WI, DWI, MRA and SWI sequences
were performed on the 50 selected patients. SWI and routine
MR sequence images obtained before and after treatment were
statistically analyzed to detect the HI of cerebral infarction and
reveal the difference in collateral circulation reformation in
ischemic regions before and after treatment.

Instrument and parameters

The Siemens AVANGO 1.5T superconducting MRI machine
was used in this study. Scanning parameters: TIWI: TR 550
ms, TE 8.4 ms, Turbo Spin Echo (TSE); T2WI: TR 4500 ms,
TE 88 ms, 6 mm slice thickness, 1.8 mm gap, 250 x 250
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matrix; SWI: TR 49 ms, TE 40 ms, 2.0 mm slice thickness, 15
degrees anti-rotation angle, 0.4 mm gap, 250 x 250 matrix.

Evaluation criteria

(1) The criterion for judging internal bleeding in SWI images
are as follows. The signals are different from the patch and
ribbon-shaped hypointense signals that belong to the vein and
the normal sequence. Distinction between bleeding and
calcification [4-6]: hypointense signals on SWI images, and
hyperintense signals on the SWI phase image indicate
calcification; hypointense signals on both SWI and phase
images suggest slight bleeding. (2) The criterion for judging
vein blood vessels on SWI: The linear hypointense signal
shadow, which is located at or close to the lesion, is displayed
in continuous layers. (3) Type of bleeding: According to the
most widely used classification criteria (classification criteria
of the European Cooperative Acute Stroke Study), HT is
classified into Hemorrhagic Infarction (HI) and parenchymal
hemorrhage (PH); and HI and PH are further divided into two
subtypes, respectively. Type HI1 shows spot-shaped micro
bleedings in the infarct area, while type HI2 shows fusion flake
bleedings in the infarct area. Hematoma of type PHI1 is<30%
of the infarct area and has no mass effect, while hematoma of
type PH2 is>30% of the infarct area and has a marked mass
effect or bleeding beyond the infarct lesion.

Statistical processing

Data was processed using statistical software SPSS 13.0.
Normal distribution measurement data were expressed as x =+
SD, and t-test was used for two-group comparisons. Technical
data were expressed as a percentage, and X? test was used for
group comparison.

Results

Comparison of results of two different diagnostic
methods for HT

SWI examination revealed 18 cases of HT, accounting for 36%
of the total cases. Among these cases, 14 (28%) cases were
type HI; in which 10 (20%) cases were type HI1 and four (8%)
cases were type HI2. Furthermore, four (8%) cases were type
PH, in which three (6%) cases were type PH1 and one case
(2%) was type PH2. The difference between groups was
statistically significant (P<0.05, Table 1). It was suggested that
microbleedings accounted for the highest proportion of the
manifestations of MCI, and that the SWI sequence scan was
the most sensitive to microbleeding.

Comparison of hemorrhagic lesion numbers detected
by SWI and routine MR sequence scans

In SWI scans, 106 post-infarction hemorrhagic lesions were
detected in 50 patients, with a detection rate of 100%. In
routine MR sequence scans, only 26 hemorrhagic lesions were
detected, with a detection rate of 32.51% and mainly micro
hemorrhagic lesions were missing. The difference between
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groups was statistically significant (X*=21.045, P<0.05). The
detection rate of hemorrhagic lesions in cerebral infarction
lesions by SWI sequence scans, especially the detection rate of

micro hemorrhage, was significantly better than routine MRI
sequence scans.

Table 1. Comparison of results of the two different diagnostic methods for hemorrhagic transformation ((n) %).

Group N Hemorrhagic HI type HI1 type HI2 type PH type PH1 PH2
transformation

SWI group 50 18 (36) 14 (28) 10 (20) 4(8) 4(8) 3(6) 1(2)

MRI conventional sequence 50 11 (22) 7(14) 3(6) 4(8) 4 (8) 3(6) 1(2)

group

X2 10.21 9.987 11.024 0.145 0.145 0.124 0.941

P <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 >0.05 >0.05 >0.05 >0.05

The monitoring of collateral circulation formation
after cerebral infarction by different sequence scans

Routine MRI sequence scans on 50 patients could not display
microvascular information. However, SWI sequence scans
revealed that the number of microvessels in the infarct area in
the acute phase was significantly reduced or disappeared
compared with the non-infarct area. Among these, SWI
sequence images of 29 patients in the acute phase revealed a
significant reduction in the number of microvessels in the
infarct area, while in the recovery phase, the number of
microvessels in 21 of these 29 cases increased. SWI sequences
scans in the acute phase for the other 21 patients revealed that
microvessels in the infarct area completely disappeared,
however, in the recovery period, microvessels in 12 of the 21
cases re-appeared. The occurrence rate of increase in the
number of microvessels in the infarct area was 66%. The
increase in microvessels mainly concentrated in the
surrounding area of the infarct area, suggesting the re-
formation of cortical vessel collateral circulation.

Detection of responsible blood vessels of anterior
circulation MCI

Responsible blood vessels could be detected in the early stage
by MRA scans. Clues include the stenosis or occlusion of the
internal carotid artery, stenosis or occlusion of the middle
cerebral artery, and stenosis or occlusion of branches of the
middle cerebral artery. Among them, 14 cases of stenosis or
occlusion of the internal carotid artery, 16 cases of stenosis or
occlusion of middle cerebral artery and 11 cases of stenosis or
occlusion of the middle cerebral artery branches were found
and the detection rate was 82%.

Discussion

This study revealed that SWI can sensitively display
substances of different magnetic susceptibility such as bleeding
or deoxidized compositions in blood, and has many imaging
advantages such as 3D acquisition and high resolution [5-8].
Hemoglobin in erythrocytes in bleeding lesions is mainly
deoxygenated hemoglobin, which is a paramagnetic substance;
and under SWI scans, clear hypointense signals were shown.
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Therefore, SWI scans are of high sensitivity to cerebral
microbleeds [9-12]. Data from this study revealed that SWI
detected 18 patients with HT (36%), in which 14 cases were
type HI (28%) and four cases were type PH (8%). Furthermore,
only 11 cases of HT (22%) were detected in the routine MR
sequence scans, in which seven cases were HI (14%) and four
cases were PH (8%). In SWI scans, 106 post-infarction
hemorrhagic lesions were detected, with a detection rate of
100%. In routine MR sequence scans, only 26 hemorrhagic
lesions were detected, with a detection rate of 32.51% and
mainly micro hemorrhagic lesions were missing. The
difference between groups was statistically significant
(P<0.05). This suggests that micro bleedings accounted for the
largest proportion in HT of MCI and compared with MRI
sequence scans, SWI sequence scans had a significantly higher
detection rate of micro hemorrhagic lesions in cerebral
infarction lesions.

In SWI imaging, venous blood shows a clear signal loss and
venous structures are clearly displayed. Thus, SWI imaging is
known as the MRI imaging of the vein. The number of veins
revealed by SWI images reflects the regional cerebral
metabolic rate of oxygen and regional cerebral blood flow
speed and provides more information on the formation of
collateral circulation [13-17]. However, the application of SWI
in the detection of collateral circulation re-formations after
cerebral infarction has been seldom reported. In the data of this
study, the number of microvessels in the acute phase revealed
by SWI images significantly decreased or disappeared
compared with the contralateral non-infarct area. During the
recovery period, the number of micro vessels in the infarct area
increased, and the increase in microvessels mainly
concentrated in the surrounding areas of the infarct area. The
early detection rate of responsible blood vessels (stenosis
vessels) by MRA sequence was 82%. All the above suggests
that SWI images can display changes in microvessels in the
cerebral infarct area through changes in the number of veins.
Thus, researchers can evaluate cerebral collateral circulation
re-formation through observing collateral vessels. MRA
combined with SWI can effectively detect responsible blood
vessels of cerebral infarction and monitor collateral circulation
reformation in infarct area [18-24].
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In summary, SWI scan can sensitively display HT of acute
MCI, especially micro bleedings and is capable of monitoring
collateral circulation reformation in the infarct area. It has a
high guiding value for making treatment plans for MCI, as well
as in the evaluation of prognosis.
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