
https://www.alliedacademies.org/pain-management-and-therapy/

J Pain Manage Ther 2024 Volume 8 Issue 41

Mini Review

Citation: Berr M. Acute vs. chronic spinal pain: Differentiating symptoms and treatment approaches. J Pain Manage Ther. 2024;8(4):213.

Acute vs. chronic spinal pain: Differentiating symptoms and treatment 
approaches.

Margreth Berr*

Department of  Research and Innovation, Oslo University, Australia

Introduction
Spinal pain is a prevalent issue affecting millions of people 
worldwide, and understanding its nature is crucial for 
effective management and treatment. Acute and chronic spinal 
pain represent two distinct categories of pain, each with its 
own set of characteristics, underlying causes, and treatment 
approaches. Differentiating between acute and chronic spinal 
pain is essential for developing an appropriate strategy to 
address the discomfort and improve quality of life. Acute 
spinal pain is defined as pain that occurs suddenly and lasts 
for a short duration, typically less than six weeks. This type 
of pain often results from a specific injury or strain, such as 
lifting a heavy object, a sudden movement, or an accident. 
Acute spinal pain is generally sharp or intense and may be 
associated with a clear triggering event. Common conditions 
that cause acute spinal pain include muscle strains, herniated 
discs, and acute injuries to the spine or surrounding structures 
[1, 2].

Symptoms of acute spinal pain can vary in intensity and 
may include localized discomfort in the lower back or neck, 
radiating pain down the legs or arms, and muscle spasms. 
The pain is often severe and can be accompanied by stiffness 
and limited range of motion. In some cases, acute spinal 
pain may also present with symptoms such as numbness, 
tingling, or weakness in the extremities, indicating potential 
nerve involvement. The primary goal of treating acute spinal 
pain is to alleviate symptoms and facilitate recovery. Initial 
management often involves rest and avoiding activities 
that exacerbate the pain. Over-the-counter pain relievers, 
such as Nonsteroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs) 
or acetaminophen, are commonly used to reduce pain and 
inflammation. Applying ice to the affected area can also help 
manage acute pain by reducing inflammation and numbing the 
area. In cases where the pain is severe or does not improve with 
over-the-counter medications, prescription pain medications 
or muscle relaxants may be considered [3, 4].

Physical therapy is another important component of 
managing acute spinal pain. A physical therapist can develop 
a customized exercise program to help restore normal 
function and strengthen the muscles supporting the spine. 
Early intervention with physical therapy can prevent the 
development of chronic pain and facilitate a quicker recovery. 
In some cases, alternative therapies such as chiropractic 

care or acupuncture may provide additional relief, though 
their effectiveness can vary among individuals. On the other 
hand, chronic spinal pain is defined as pain that persists for 
more than three to six months, long after the initial injury 
or underlying cause has been addressed. Chronic pain can 
result from a range of conditions, including degenerative disc 
disease, spinal stenosis, arthritis, and previous injuries that 
have led to long-term damage. Unlike acute pain, which is 
often sharp and intense, chronic spinal pain may be more dull 
or aching and can fluctuate in intensity [5, 6].

Symptoms of chronic spinal pain can be complex and 
multifaceted. The pain may be persistent or intermittent and 
can affect various areas of the spine, including the neck, upper 
back, or lower back. Individuals with chronic spinal pain 
may also experience additional symptoms such as reduced 
mobility, muscle weakness, and fatigue. In some cases, the 
pain can radiate to other parts of the body, such as the legs or 
arms, and may be accompanied by sensations of numbness 
or tingling. The treatment approach for chronic spinal pain 
often involves a multidisciplinary strategy aimed at managing 
symptoms, improving function, and enhancing overall quality 
of life. Unlike acute pain, which may resolve with time and 
conservative measures, chronic spinal pain typically requires 
a more comprehensive and ongoing management plan [7, 8].

One of the primary goals in managing chronic spinal pain 
is to address any underlying conditions contributing to the 
pain. This may involve medications to manage chronic 
inflammation or pain, including prescription pain relievers, 
antidepressants, or anticonvulsants, which can be effective for 
certain types of nerve pain. Additionally, medications such as 
muscle relaxants or topical analgesics may be used to alleviate 
specific symptoms. Physical therapy remains a key component 
of managing chronic spinal pain, but the approach is often more 
focused on long-term management and prevention. A physical 
therapist can work with individuals to develop a tailored 
exercise program that not only addresses current symptoms 
but also aims to strengthen the spine, improve posture, and 
enhance overall function. In some cases, techniques such as 
manual therapy, aquatic therapy, or postural training may be 
incorporated into the treatment plan. [9, 10].

Conclusion
Both acute and chronic spinal pain present unique challenges 
and require a nuanced understanding of their underlying causes 
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and appropriate management strategies. By recognizing the 
differences between these types of pain and working with 
healthcare professionals, individuals can make informed 
decisions about their treatment options and take proactive 
steps toward achieving relief and improving their overall well-
being.
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