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Ebola hit the population epicenters of three West African 
countries from 2014 to 2015 and was responsible for over 

11,000 deaths across Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Guinea. This 
Ebola outbreak was facilitated by severe insufficiences in the 
healthcare system of the affected countries and incredibly high 
population density with unsanitary living conditions brought 
on by absolute poverty. I had the honor to work in an Ebola 
Treatment Unit (ETU) in Port Loko, Sierra Leone during 2015. 
I stayed for another year after the epidemic to care for Ebola 
survivors once it was over. While caring for survivors, my clinic 
was one of the sites conducting semen testing for persistence 
of Ebola RNA in male survivors’ semen. I will discuss several of 
the landmark studies on Ebola since the outbreak concluded 

including the persistence of Ebola RNA in human semen, the 
efficacy of an Ebola vaccine, and the seropositivity rate of 
asymptomatic contacts of Ebola patients. 
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