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Early diagnosis and treatment initiation of tuberculosis (TB) 
is critical for patient survival, and infection control. The 

session will cover patient management, clinical epidemiology 
of TB, current laboratory tests used for TB diagnosis, and the 
barriers of implementing rapid testing in resource-limited areas 
through clinical research trials experience. Co-infection with 
HIV and the rise of multi-drug resistant TB (MDR-TB) are two 
major issues for tuberculosis management. Consequently, rapid 
diagnostic testing is essential to identify infected individuals 
to initiate therapeutic regimens. While novel, rapid methods 
may be available in developed countries, there are barriers 
for implementation in resource-limited settings. Management 
strategies between the United States and developing countries, 
by highlighting experiences in laboratory-focused clinical trials 
in developing countries, where low cost tests using urine are 
being assessed, will be also discussed. This session will provide 
an opportunity to learn more about current and leading-edge 
technologies available for TB testing both here and abroad, and 
patient management. 
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