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The global vascular guidelines “PLAN”. How WIfI classification and GLASS can help in an 
individualized clinical or surgical decision-making?  
Lorena de Oliveira Cerqueira
Federal University of Espirito Santo, Brazil

The WIfI classification, a new classification system for the 
threatened lower limb, has been proposed by the Society 

for Vascular Surgery and it is based on the three main factors 
that have an impact on limb amputation risk: Wound (W), 
ischemia (I) and foot infection (fI). This classification can 
predict the risk of amputation at 1 year and the need for 
limb revascularization. It was endorsed by the global vascular 
guidelines (GVG), which proposed a new global anatomic 
staging system (GLASS). This scheme has three final stages of 
complexity for intervention, that involves defining a preferred 
target artery path (TAP) and then estimating limb-based patency 
(LBP). Together, WIfI and GLASS help to define the preferred 
revascularization strategy, according to “PLAN” concept, what 
is a three-step integrated approach, based on patient risk 
estimation, limb staging and anatomic pattern of disease.
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