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Despite the fact that increasing amount of resources
is put into the treatment of pancreatic cancer, one
of the most aggressive and lethal forms of cancerous
diseases, the therapeutical outcome remains poor.
Chemotherapeutic agents such as Gemcitabine were
found to have a positive influence on the quality of life
in pancreatic cancer patients, however, median survival
times in patients treated with gemcitabine were only
marginally prolonged. Protocols using combinations of
gemcitabine with 5-fluoruacil with or without folinic
acid or combinations of gemcitabine and cisplatinium
have prolonged median survival, however these results
remain unsatisfactory. As such, finding a therapeutic
agent, that can further extend the median survival
as well as improve the quality of life of patients with
pancreatic cancer remains a top priority. In recent years
research with NSC631570 has shown promising results
in the treatment of unresectable pancreatic cancer with
actuarial survival rates of 86.7% after one year, 76.6%
after two years, 46.7% after three years and 23.3%
after five years and a median survival time according to
Kaplan-Meier regression analysis of 33.8 months. These
promising clinical results justified further research
on the exact mechanism of action as well as further
possible beneficial effects of NSC-631570.
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