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The creation of Centers of Excellence (COE) to combat the Opiate crisis in the common 
wealth of Pennsylvania and in the United States
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Centers of Excellence (COE) help ensure that people with 
opiate-related substance use disorder stay in treatment 

to receive follow up care and are supported within their 
communities. The center is a multi-disciplinary coordinated 
care model for low-income (Medicaid) individuals at-risk 
for continued use or relapse into active opiate addiction. 
The treatment is team-based and whole-person focused 
with the explicit goal of integrating Behavioral Health and 
Primary Care. This very successful unique model created in 
Pennsylvania, can be replicated across the U.S. and possibly 
into other countries. 74% of individuals contacted by the COE 
end up getting engaged into Medication Assisted Treatment 
(M.A.T.) for opiate use disorder.
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