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Introduction: The drug promotional literature (DPL) of the pharmaceutical 
companies is important sources of drug information. However, these DPLs 
are inaccurate and of poor educational value. Hence, authors planned this 
study to evaluate the DPLs of anticancer drugs for accuracy, consistency and 
validity of the information presented in it, using World Health Organization 
(WHO) ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion.

Materials & Methods: This observational study was conducted over six 
month’s duration. The DPLs were collected from OPD at Jeevan Jyoti Cancer 
Hospital, Jalgaon and evaluated in Department of Pharmacology in a Medi-
cal Institute in India. The literature was evaluated based on the WHO ethical 
criteria for drug promotion.

Results: Only 6% of the DPLs fulfilled all WHO criteria and 53% of DPLs were 
of anticancer drugs. 38% DPLs did not have any brief prescription informa-
tion about the promoted drug. Majority (92%) of DPLs claimed about the ef-
ficacy of product. Out of 132 references, 24% were not retrieved. Brochures 
presenting irrelevant pictures were 48% whereas statistically significant dif-
ference was found between the availability of printed side effects, precau-
tions, contra-indications, warnings, drug interactions, number of quoted ref-
erences before 2014 and brief prescription information on DPLs of anticancer 
and other drugs groups with p-value <0.05.

Conclusion: Pharmaceutical industries did not follow the WHO guidelines 
while promoting their products and to reduce this problem, government 
regulatory bodies must play a pre-emptive role where code of ethics is failing.
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