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SOLVING THE MYSTERY OF 
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS 

FROM A PEDIATRIC SCHOOL 
NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
Goal: Children and youth are being diagnosed on a daily-basis with Au-
tism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). This presentation will explore autism 
spectrum disorders from a Pediatric School Neuropsychological ap-
proach.

A comprehensive assessment is a necessary step in the overall planning 
for students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). However, children 
and youth with ASD are likely to present with unique challenges and 
issues during the formal neuropsychological assessment, which may 
impact the successful completion of the evaluation process and the 
usefulness of the assessment data. Since instructional programming is 
considered on information regarding a child and youth’s current levels of 
performance and identification of educational needs, accurate and useful 
assessment data is of utmost importance to the individual’s educational 
adjustment and personal success. 

The goal of this presentation is to provide an understanding of ASD from 
a pediatric school neuropsychological and brain-based perspective in-
volving the assessment process.
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Objectives

• Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) defined via the Diagnostic and Statistic Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5) 
from an educational/clinical perspective.

• Informal ASD Screening approaches to review pathognomonic neuropsychological signs.
• Formal assessment of ASD from an Integrated Pediatric School Neuropsychological Model
• Neuropsychological strengths/weaknesses associated with ASD to aid with educational planning.

As a result of addressing the above objectives, professionals will learn a “Best Practices” approach to Pediatric School 
Neuropsychological Assessment of Autism Spectrum Disorders.


