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Traditional risk assessment for coronary artery disease 
(CAD) using coronary risk factors has been refined with 

the selective use of coronary artery calcium (CAC). This is 
possible because CAC is pathognomonic of atherosclerosis, 
and a histological study showed its close correlation with the 
atherosclerotic plaque burden. The severity of CAC can be 
easily quantified by electron beam computed tomography 
(CT) or multi-detector CT (MDCT). CAC is currently a useful 
marker of subclinical CAD and an independent predictor 
of cardiovascular events. CAD is a risk factor for HF, but 
information on the association of CAC scores with HF is still 
lacking. It is possible that measuring CAC score may identify 
patients at high risk for heart failure. In this session, I will 
review clinical significance of measuring CAC score in the 
setting of cardiovascular disease. Also, I will discuss about 
the future of assessing CAC score.
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