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Objective: This case history shows the significance of the 
step section to be performed on any Primary follicular neo-
plasm or extrathyroidal neck mass containing thyroid tissue.

The material for pathologic diagnosis was a neck mass re-
moved from the left tracheoesophageal groove in a 43-year-
old lady whose right hemithyroidectomy was performed by 
the authors fourteen years ago(Mrs.D.).Her previous patho-
logic report was Follicular Adenoma.

The report on her new pathologic specimen was "benign 
thyroid tissue." However, this report did not match her 
previous medical history, and we requested a step section 
(extensive leveling) to be performed on the specimen. Her 
final pathologic diagnosis was "near-total replacement of a 
lymph node by minimally invasive thyroid carcinoma."

She underwent a total thyroidectomy and central neck dis-
section, followed by our team for seven years, and the dis-
ease is utterly controlled. Unfortunately, the minimal cap-

sular invasion was missed in the primary thyroid, leading to 
secondary lymph node involvement. If the lymph node near-
ly completely involved with minimal follicular carcinoma was 
ignored, it could make more extensive involvement. There-
fore, step sectioning for every thyroid pathology is crucial to 
find the minimal invasion of the thyroid capsule. 
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