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Aim: Addiction, as The American Society of Addiction
Medicine (ASAM) defines, is a brain disease. Brain, as the
main part of Central Nervous System(CNS) is a target organ
for drugs of abuse. Brain chemistry and circuitry is affected,
which then leads to compulsive drug-seeking and using
behaviors. Cannabis, cocaine, and other illicit drugs can have
substantial negative effects on the structure and functioning
of the brain. In this study certain psychological factors
associated with drug abuse is examined in both prison and
probation population, where drug addicts can be accessed
more efficiently since addiction is a highly corralated issue
with crime and prevalance of drug addiction is high in those
cases.

Method: The sample includes 200 participants from
probation and 102 participants from prison service chosen
by random sampling method, following written permission
taken from General Directorate of Prisons and Detention
Houses.

Findings: Statistically significant results are obtained between
treatment, suicide, psychiatric disorder history of the
person and his drug abuse risk level(p=0.00; p=0.01; p=0.01
respectively p<0.05). For prison population it is seen that 4%
of participants have reported a suicide attempt depending on
drug withdrawal.

\ Notes:

Results: It is seen that certain psychological risk factors,
like suicide history is strongly related to drug abuse. This is
an issue which is needed to be taken into account both in
prevention and intervention work.
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