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France produces nearly 20Mt/year of demolished pure concrete, generally used in road works or embank-
ments. This flow should increase in the near future, while less new roads will be built and more old buildings 

will be refurbish or deconstructed. Additionally, more than 50Mt of mixed demolition materials containing a 
good part of concrete or natural rock is available. Therefore, it is necessary to make the best use of this available 
material to preserve the natural aggregate resources, which are increasingly difficult to obtain and to avoid 
waste material landfills. Based on this reality, a national R&D project, partially sponsored by the French Ministry 
of Ecology was set in 2012, gathering 47 partners among which representatives of all construction stakehold-
ers. Recently finished, RECYBETON has covered six fields of activities: Technologies and processes; materials 
and structures; sustainable development; standard and normative aspects; communication and promotion; 
natural aggregates and low rates of recycled concrete aggregates blends. The main outputs of the project, 
which has produced a scientific book (English and French versions), a guide of recommendations, proposals 
to adapt standards and regulations and five experimental demonstration sites (a car park, a small bridge, an 
archive room, short walls, sidewalk in an industrial premise and a slab in an office) are presented.
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