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Importance of wound care in nursing education

Angie Machado
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The skin is the largest organ of the body, as medical profes-
sionals we need to be able to care, monitor and protect the
skin from breakdown caused by disease processes which re-
sult in wounds. This is not always an easy task as wound care
is not included in the nursing syllabus. When the hospitals
were closed, nursing students lost clinical time. This then can
lead to additional problems when nurses are taxed with com-
plete head to toe or wound assessment. Quality measure-
ments and documentation may be missing. Here is another
important detail: does the documentation and patient diag-
nosis support the physicians’ recommendations and facility
to receive payment? Type of wound may be incorrect.

This may result in, misdiagnosis of a wound and may lead to
failure to provide proper treatment or cause a delay in treat-
ment and closure.

What can go wrong if the proper wound care is not provid-
ed? Let's take a look at some photos of actual cases and re-
view what happened, or should have happened. At the end
of the day remember, the patient is the one that suffers the
consequences of our actions: failure to stay of education and
breach of duty. The reality is these are the top four reasons
for malpractice and negligence lawsuits from patients. Law-
suit: That is one word that no one ever wants to hear. So,
what can a healthcare provider, facility or company do to de-
crease the risk of a lawsuit?

Option
1.  Education wound care certified

2. CE wound classes.

Education in wound care has positive results not only for the
nurse, employer, physician APRN or PA. It also has a positive
impact on the patient.
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