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High CD8 cell percentage and HCV control in HIV-1 controllers and HTLV-2 coinfected patients
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Natural control of HIV-1 infection occurs in less than 1% of 
patients, maintaining very low plasma HIV-1 RNA loads or 

even below the limit of detection, and usually with no clinical 
signs of disease progression for many years without any 
antiretroviral treatment.

HTLV-2/HIV-1 co-infection is found with relatively high frequency 
among injection drug users in North America and Western 
Europe. These patients have been reported to have lower levels 
of plasma HIV-1 RNA loads before antiretroviral treatment, and 
slower decrease of CD4 T cell counts. 

These two groups of patients show an immune capacity that 
enables a certain control of viral infections, dramatic control of 
HIV-1 replication in the case of controllers. The aim of this study 
was to compare viral and immunologic parameters between 

HIV-1 controllers (N=75), HTLV-2/HIV-1 chronic progressors 
(N=57), and HIV-1 chronic progressors (N=182).
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