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Five neuro-ophthalmic disorders you cannot afford to miss

Neurophthalmic disorders may present to the general 
Ophthalmologist and mimic benign entities. Although 

comprehensive eye doctors are not expected to be a Neuro-
Ophthalmologist, they are expected to recognize, triage, 
and refer. Five potentially vision or life threatening Neuro-
Ophthalmic conditions will be discussed and should not be 
missed: They are: giant cell arteritis, typically presenting as 
visual loss in the elderly; pituitary apoplexy is a condition 
presenting as acute and severe headache and bilateral visual 
loss to Ophthalmologist; posterior communicating artery 
aneurysm presenting as a painful, pupil involved third nerve 
palsy; fungal abscess in an immunosuppressed patient but 
especially diabetic ketoacidosis; and arterial dissection of 
the vertebral or carotid artery producing an acute painful 
Horner syndrome with or without visual loss. All eye doctors 
should be aware of these five Neuro-Ophthalmic conditions 
that none of us can afford to miss.
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