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Introduction: When we are operating on the spine, counting
the level in spine is the one of the most important tasks we are
burdened with, without ever making a skin incision. What do we
do when the counting in the sagittal plane is different from the
up view or when the radiologist official read differs from what
we see in the or? This often happens in a transitional vertebra.

Methods: Retrospective cases (3-6) are presented.

Conclusion: Careful technique such as preoperative evaluation
andrecountingbothinthe upandalateralviewtillabsolute clarity
on the level with all discrepancies resolved. Each case is unique.
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