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E-waste is one of the fastest growing waste streams in 
the world. With enormous generation of ewaste, India 

ranks fifth after China, US, Japan and Germany. According 
to the Global E-Waste Monitor 2017, India generates 
about 2 million tonnes (MT) of e-waste annually and has 
treated only 0.036 MT of its e-waste in 2016-17. In India, 
over 95 percent of E-waste being treated and processed 
in the urban slums of the country by informal sector like 
kabadiwalas, scrap dealers and dismantlers. Extraction 
of precious metals like Fe, Al, Cu, Cd, Ag, Au, Pd, and Ph 
by unskilled workers including children without personal 
protective equipment are detrimental not only to their 
health but also to the environment. The paper adopts 
cross-sectional study design to gain insights into health 
risks and defective recycling practices of workers. Dermal 
contact, ingestion, and inhalation have been identified 
as important factors which expose the worker to various 
health hazardous problems. The study reveals that 
significant levels of pollutants have been found in the 
human body either working or associated with informal 

WEEE treatment been performed. This indicates that 
overall the e-waste workers are at the risk of adverse health 
effects. Therefore, the importance of safety programs and 
management regulations for e-waste workers cannot be 
under emphasized.
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