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Combatting HIV/AIDS at the school level: Lessons learned form a pilot in Ugandan schools

I

t is commonly agreed that to annihilate the level of HIV
infection, prevention instruction must take place at an early
age. Schools are the obvious and easy target when designing
to reach young people. However, while many countries
have adopted an education series and support initiatives,
the problem persists. This presentation will highlight a
study within Uganda specifically targeting Head Teachers.
Using ordinal logistic and Rasch scaling, this study utilized
the Southern and Eastern Africa Consortium for Monitoring
Educational Quality (SACMEQ) data to predict the strength
and direction of the associations between school and
community-based initiatives and the perceived risk of
HIV infection reported by headteachers. Findings indicate
community and school-based HIV/AIDS awareness and
school based HIV/AIDS support significantly predict the odds
of perceived risk of HIV/AIDS infection. Socio-demographic

and contextual factors confound some of the associations.
The presentation will explore the ways that the education
sector can play a bigger role through the education of its
faculty and administrators in addition to students.
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