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Research autopsies are increasingly being used to investigate 
the physiopathology mechanisms of Cancer Evolution, me-
tastases and tumour therapies resistance. It is a post-mortem 
procedure performed on a deceased subject with the prima-
ry goal of collecting tissue to support basic and translational 
research. It is noteworthy, the advantages of using post-mor-
tem tissues over other types of biospecimens, including the 
large amounts of tissue that can be obtained and the extent 
of multiregional sampling that is achievable, which is not oth-
erwise possible in living patients. Research autopsy has sup-
ported the identification of the clonal origins and modes of 
spread among metastases and helped in the creation of rare 
tissue banks and patient-derived model systems. This type of 
research will be in the future, a cutting-edge procedure and 

be part of Precision Medicine.
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