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his presentation reports on a study of counselor’s

perceptions of HIV/AIDS in Botswana, as well as clients
who have received HIV/AIDS counseling. HIV/AIDS has
presented one of the greatest global health challenges in
recent history. Mental health concerns can exacerbate the
progression and transmission of HIV/AIDS. Thus counseling
can play an important role in addressing these issues. Due to
the hyper-geometric increased of AIDS, countries including
Botswana, had been hard-pressed to provide well-trained
counselors for AIDS clients. Results of a programmatic effort
to examine the utilization of Botswana HIV/AIDS counselors
and their perceptions of professional identity, practice and
training issues, as well as the perceptions of clients who have
received counseling are discussed.
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