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Despite wishes for and benefits of home deaths, a 
discrepancy between preferred and actual location of 

death persists. Provision of home care may be an effective 
policy response to support home deaths. Using the 
population-based mortality follow-back study conducted in 
Nova Scotia, we investigated the associations between home 
death and formal care at home and between home death 
and the type of formal care at home. We found (1) the use 
of formal care at home at the end of life was associated with 
home death and (2) the use of formal home support services 
at home was associated with home death among those 
whose symptoms were well managed. 
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