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An unusual outcome of occipital cervical dislocation: Case Report
Malini Narayanan
National Neurosurgery Solutions, USA

The University of Maryland Prince George Hospital is the 
second busiest trauma center in the state of Maryland. 

Here, an unusual outcome of occipital cervical dislocation is 
presented with 1 year follow up. Pt is a 31y/o RH female s/p 
MVC accident and arrived with a GCS=3T. After resuscitation, 
improved GCS 2/T/3=6T with profound quadriparesis. MRI of 
c-spine showed Cranio-cervical dissociation with rupture of the 
transverse, the anterior and the posterior longitudinal and the 
interspinous ligaments. Large prevertebral hematoma at the 
Cranio-cervical junction and epidural hematoma in the cervical 
spinal canal both along the anterior and posterior aspects 
of the thecal sac with no significant anteroposterior cord 
compression.cord contusions involving the spinal cord at the 
Craniocervical junction. CT cspine the entire C1 vertebral body 
demonstrates superior displacement with respect to C2 by over 
10 mm compatible with significant disruption of the paraspinal 
ligaments. Brain imaging revealed a fair amount of diffuse 
subarachnoid hemorrhage. Pt was taken urgently to OR for an 
occiput-c3 posterior fusion. After a very long recovery, Pt made 
a surprising recovery with GCS=15 and neurologically intact. 
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