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Abdominal pregnancy with a live newborn in a low-resource setting : A case report 
Olivier Mulisya
FEPSI Hospital, Congo

Abdominal pregnancy is defined as pregnancy anywhere within the peritoneal cavity, exclusive of tubal, ovarian, or broad 
ligament locations. It is a rare form of ectopic pregnancy with high morbidity and mortality for both the mother and the fetus. 
Diagnosis can be frequently missed in most poor-resource settings because of poor antenatal coverage, low socioeconomic status 
in most of the patients as well as lack of adequate medical resources. Clinical diagnosis can be very difficult and ultrasound 
scan is very helpful during the early stages of gestation but can also be disappointing in the later stages. We report a case of 25 
year old woman with severe abdominal pain not amended with any medication. A clinical picture of shock lead to an emergency 
laparotomy which confirmed the diagnosis of abdominal pregnancy. The ministry of health in developing countries should make 
an effort to make routine early ultrasound accessible to pregnant women, and the obstetricians should keep in mind the possibility 
of ectopic pregnancy, irrespective of the gestational age. 
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