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The last decade has seen an explosion of new technology 
and diagnostics in clinical microbiology. So, where are all 

the tests for infectious diseases at the point of care? Can we 
find the Holy Grail of diagnostics or does something else define 
its success? What does the US point of care quest have in 
common with the global healthcare community and vice-versa? 
This presentation looks at near patient testing for infectious 
diseases as it evolves in the US, both because of and despite the 
influence of global medicine and ex-US markets. A view from 
both ends of the telescope is presented to provide up-close 
and wide-angle perspectives. To that end, clinical case-based 
examples introduce and illustrate a system-based interrogation 
of considerations: the mythology of laboratory decentralization, 
want versus need, technology versus innovation, barriers to 
implementation, biosafety, governance, quality management, 
and outcome analysis.
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