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Microbes are the workhorses of most biochemistry 
laboratories, especially those focusing on proteins and 

enzymes. While everyone recognises their value as production 
machines (providing large quantities of pure proteins in a few 
hours), some other aspects deserve consideration. Protein 
evolution, new enzyme identification and genetic modification 
are some examples of extremely useful abilities afforded by 
our microscopic friends. In this talk the author will quickly 
browse through several and very different achievements 
that were made possible by microbes in this laboratory. The 
author will then focus on methodologies that they developed, 
especially regarding microbial lipases characterisation. At the 
end this presentation, the author will present our most recent 
findings on a microbial cocktail found on an oil recycling plant. 
Using used lubricant as a carbon source, this unique microbial 

consortium produces a bioplastic whose structure resembles 
that of a polyvinyl.
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