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Opportunities to increase breastfeeding rates are sought 
globally. The recent  scientific advances in knowledge of 

breastmilk have added to the imperative to work towards a 
world in which all infants are breastfed. The availability of safe, 
donated human milk offers the opportunity to fill the gap that 
arises when babies are unable to receive their own mother’s 
milk. The availability and appropriate use of processed, 
screened, donated human milk has been shown to support 
maternal lactation and breastfeeding of preterm and sick infants 
on neonatal units as well as help to prevent infant morbidities 
including necrotising enterocolitis. 

The banking of human milk for donation to unrelated infants 
is increasing globally. In 2018, the total number of human milk 
banks has grown to more than 650. These are sited in over 60 
different countries and include newly established milk banks 
in Asia and Africa as well as throughout Europe. In addition, 
innovative models have recently been introduced to Australia, 
India and within Europe. A comparison of approaches to the 
provision of human milk for infants whose mothers are unable 
to breastfeed will be presented. This presentation will provide 
a global overview of the changing patterns within human milk 
banking and look closely at the processes and practices that 

are in common usage and what can be expected to become 
integrated into milk banking in the future.
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