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Solitary pulmonary nodules (SPNs) are small growths in the lung that are commonly found on 
imaging studies. Although most SPNs are benign, some may be indicative of lung cancer. The 
proper diagnosis and management of SPNs is critical to minimize the risk of morbidity and 
mortality associated with lung cancer. This article provides an overview of SPNs, including the 
risk factors, diagnosis, and management options.

Abstract
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Introduction
Solitary pulmonary nodules (SPNs) are small, round or 
oval-shaped growths in the lung that are often discovered 
incidentally on chest radiographs or computed tomography 
(CT) scans. The majority of SPNs are benign, such as 
granulomas or benign tumours. However, some SPNs may 
be indicative of lung cancer, making it important to properly 
diagnose and manage these growths [1].

The diagnostic approach to SPNs involves determining the 
likelihood of malignancy based on clinical and radiographic 
features. Clinical factors that may increase the risk of 
malignancy include a history of smoking, a family history of 
lung cancer, and age greater than 50 years [2]. Radiographic 
features that may suggest malignancy include growth or 
increase in size of the nodule, speculated margins, and 
cavitation.

In addition to evaluating clinical and radiographic features, 
additional tests may be performed to further assess the 
likelihood of malignancy. These tests may include blood tests, 
such as a complete blood count (CBC) and liver function tests, 
or imaging studies, such as CT scans or positron emission 
tomography (PET) scans [3].

The management of SPNs involves a combination of 
observation and biopsy. In cases of high-risk SPNs, biopsy 
may be performed to determine the presence of malignancy. 
Biopsy options include fine-needle aspiration, bronchoscopy, 
and surgical biopsy [4]. For low-risk SPNs, observation with 
repeat imaging is typically recommended to monitor for 
changes in size or appearance.

In cases where malignancy is confirmed, additional tests, such 
as biopsy or staging, may be performed to determine the stage 
of the cancer. Treatment options for lung cancer may include 

surgery, radiation therapy, chemotherapy, or a combination of 
these modalities [5].

Conclusion
Solitary pulmonary nodules are small growths in the lung that 
can be indicative of malignancy. The diagnostic approach to 
SPNs involves evaluating clinical and radiographic features 
to determine the likelihood of malignancy. Additional tests, 
such as blood tests or imaging studies, may be performed to 
further assess the likelihood of malignancy. The management 
of SPNs involves a combination of observation and biopsy, 
with the approach tailored to the individual patient based 
on the likelihood of malignancy. Early detection and proper 
management of SPNs is critical to minimize the risk of 
morbidity and mortality associated with lung cancer.
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