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Clinical Image

This is the case of a 36-year-old man suffered from high body
temperature and subcostal pain, with leukocytosis, elevated
C-reactin protein and pro-calcitonin. Further enhanced-
computed tomography of abdomen (Figure 1) suggested the
diagnosis of liver abscess. The optimal treatment option had
better abide by step-up approach as follows: Besides effective
broad-spectrum antibiotics, minimally invasive procedures,
including earlier ultrasound-guided percutaneous catheter
puncture/drainage and/or nasobiliary drainage via ERCP route
have been worldwide applied first. But when and if all of these
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are inadequate or chronic liver abscesses with thick wall or
intrahepatic stone disease co-existing or liver atrophy emerging
and other special situations, surgical liver resection still remains
its value. In practice, its potential etiology should be removal.
Of note, if liver abscess is not so “ripe” to promise effective
drainage, decompression of a “raw “actually also contributes
to activate general condition. Liver abscess was completely
disappearing after patient received percutaneous catheter
drainage combined with antibiotic and appendectomy later. On
review, three month after discharge, the patient recovered with
no evidence of recurrence.

Figure 1. Enhanced-computed tomography of abdomen
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