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Women in the U.S. Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (PR) have a 

higher age-adjusted incidence rate for uterine cervix cancer 

than the U.S. mainland as well as substantial access and 

economic barriers to cancer care. The National Cancer Institute 

(NCI) funds a Minority/Underserved NCI Community 

Oncology Research Program in PR (PRNCORP) as part of a 

national network of community-based health-care systems to 

conduct multisite cancer clinical trials in diverse populations. 

Participation by the PRNCORP in NCI’s uterine cervix site 

visit in PR to assess barriers impeding site activation and 

accrual to its sponsored gynaecologic cancer clinical trials. 

Qualitative cancer clinical trials, however, has remained 

limited. This study reports on the findings of an NCI, semi-

structured individual, and group interviews were conducted at 

six PRNCORP-affiliated locations to ascertain: long-term trial 

accrual objectives; key stakeholders in PR that address uterine 

cervix cancer care; key challenges or barriers to activating and 

to enrolling patients in NCI uterine cervix cancer treatment 

trials; and resources, policies, or procedures in place or needed 

on the island to support NCI-sponsored clinical trials. 

Description 
Disease This article depicts the discoveries from a site visit by 

NCI agents to the MU-NCORP on the island of PR with an 

end goal to investigate hindrances to patient gathering to NCI-

supported uterine cervix disease treatment preliminaries. 

Overwhelmingly, the site visit affirmed the responsibility of 

the PRNCORP group to help clinical examination and to get to 

preliminaries for ladies with uterine cervix malignant growth. 

The site visit likewise found that there are five key 

fundamental hindrances that hinder the PRNCORP group from 

alluding qualified patients to NCI-supported uterine cervix 

malignancy clinical preliminaries: absence of focal faculty to 

work with protection prerequisites and facilitate patient 

reference to gynaecologic disease preliminaries across the 

island in a convenient way to such an extent that qualified 

patients know about preliminaries, get individual help with 

exploring the cycle, and select inside a qualified time period; 

protection inclusion as a gathering obstruction; absence of an 

island-wide gynaecologic brachytherapy administration to help 

their patients' requirements; absence of credentialed 

radiotherapy machines island-wide; and absence of 

credentialed PET scanners island-wide. All boundaries 

contribute definitively to the tracking down that all ladies in 

PR might not have opportune admittance to standard-of-care 

treatment normally promptly accessible on the U.S. terrain. 

In general, the site visit recognized five key undeniable level 

boundaries to accumulation: absence of focal staff to arrange 

references for therapy plans, clinical trials, and clinical imaging 

across the island's clinical preliminary access points; patient 

protection inclusion; absence of a planned brachytherapy plan at 

San Juan-driven specialist co-ops; restricted credentialed 

radiotherapy machines island-wide; and too not many radiology 

clinical physicists entrusted to accreditation preliminary determined 

PET scanners island-wide. Each are portrayed beneath in detail. 
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