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Introduction
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is a common 
and serious respiratory condition that affects millions of people 
worldwide. COPD is characterized by a chronic obstruction of 
the airways, which can lead to difficulty breathing, coughing, 
wheezing, and other respiratory symptoms. However, COPD 
is not just a physical disease – it can also have a significant 
impact on a person’s mental health. Research has shown that 
COPD can increase the risk of anxiety and depression, both 
of which can further exacerbate COPD symptoms and reduce 
a person’s quality of life. In this article, we will explore the 
impact of COPD symptoms on anxiety and depression, and 
discuss some of the strategies that can be used to manage these 
mental health conditions [1].

Anxiety and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
Anxiety is a common mental health condition that can be 
characterized by feelings of fear, worry, and unease. People 
with COPD are at an increased risk of developing anxiety 
due to the chronic nature of the disease and the impact that it 
can have on daily life. For example, people with COPD may 
experience shortness of breath, which can cause them to feel 
anxious and panic. Anxiety can further exacerbate COPD 
symptoms by causing a person to breathe more rapidly and 
shallowly, which can lead to increased breathlessness and 
difficulty breathing. This can create a vicious cycle where 
anxiety causes more breathlessness, which causes more 
anxiety, and so on. In addition to physical symptoms, anxiety 
can also have a significant impact on a person’s mental 
health. People with COPD who experience anxiety may feel 
constantly worried, have trouble sleeping, and experience a 
reduced quality of life. Anxiety can also make it more difficult 
for a person to manage their COPD symptoms effectively, 
which can lead to further anxiety and stress [2].

Depression and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
Depression is another common mental health condition that 
can be characterized by feelings of sadness, hopelessness, 
and low mood. People with COPD are also at an increased 
risk of developing depression due to the impact that the 
disease can have on their daily life. For example, people with 
COPD may experience fatigue, which can make it difficult to 
carry out daily activities and enjoy hobbies. Depression can 
further exacerbate COPD symptoms by reducing a person’s 
motivation and energy levels. This can make it more difficult 

for a person to manage their COPD symptoms effectively, 
which can lead to further depression and stress. Depression 
can also have a significant impact on a person’s quality of 
life, making it difficult for them to enjoy social activities and 
relationships [3].

Managing anxiety and depression in chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease
Managing anxiety and depression in people with COPD can be 
challenging, but there are several strategies that can be used to 
help reduce symptoms and improve quality of life. One of the 
most effective strategies for managing anxiety and depression 
in people with COPD is exercise. Exercise can help to improve 
lung function and reduce breathlessness, which can help to 
reduce anxiety and depression symptoms. Exercise can also 
help to improve overall physical health and wellbeing, which 
can help to improve mood and reduce stress. Another effective 
strategy for managing anxiety and depression in people with 
COPD is pulmonary rehabilitation. Pulmonary rehabilitation 
is a comprehensive program that is designed to help people 
with COPD manage their symptoms and improve their quality 
of life. The program typically includes exercise, education, 
and support from healthcare professionals, and can help to 
reduce anxiety and depression symptoms. Medications can 
also be used to help manage anxiety and depression in people 
with COPD. Antidepressants and anti-anxiety medications 
can be prescribed by a healthcare professional to help reduce 
symptoms and improve quality of life. However, it is important 
to note that medications can have side effects and should be 
used with caution [4].

Psychological therapies such as cognitive-behavioral 
therapy (CBT) can also be effective in managing anxiety 
and depression in people with COPD. CBT is a type of talk 
therapy that can help people with COPD change negative 
patterns of thinking and behavior that may be contributing 
to their symptoms. CBT can also help people with COPD 
learn coping skills and relaxation techniques that can be 
used to manage anxiety and depression symptoms. It is also 
important for people with COPD to receive adequate support 
from healthcare professionals and loved ones. Support groups 
can be a helpful resource for people with COPD who are 
struggling with anxiety and depression. These groups can 
provide a safe and supportive environment where people can 
share their experiences and learn from others who are going 
through similar challenges [5].
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Conclusion
COPD is a chronic respiratory condition that can have a 
significant impact on a person’s mental health. Anxiety 
and depression are common in people with COPD and can 
further exacerbate symptoms of the disease. However, there 
are several strategies that can be used to manage anxiety 
and depression in people with COPD, including exercise, 
pulmonary rehabilitation, medications, psychological 
therapies, and lifestyle changes.

References
1. Doyle T, Palmer S, Johnson J, et al. Association of anxiety 

and depression with pulmonary-specific symptoms in 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Int J Psychiatry 
Med. 2013;45(2):189-202.

2. Lopez AD, Shibuya K, Rao C, et al. Chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease: Current burden and future projections. 
Eur Respir J. 2006;27(2):397-412.

3. Jones PW, Brusselle G, Dal Negro RW, et al. Patient-
centred assessment of COPD in primary care: Experience 
from a cross-sectional study of health-related quality of life 
in Europe. Prim Care Respir J. 2012;21(3):329-36.

4. Lopez-Campos JL, Calero C, Quintana-Gallego E. 
Symptom variability in COPD: A narrative review. Int J 
Chron Obstruct Pulmon Dis. 2013:231-8.

5. Roche N, Chavannes NH, Miravitlles M. COPD symptoms 
in the morning: Impact, evaluation and management. 
Respir Res. 2013;14:1-8.

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2190/PM.45.2.g?journalCode=ijpb
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2190/PM.45.2.g?journalCode=ijpb
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.2190/PM.45.2.g?journalCode=ijpb
https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/27/2/397.short
https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/27/2/397.short
https://www.nature.com/articles/pcrj201265
https://www.nature.com/articles/pcrj201265
https://www.nature.com/articles/pcrj201265
https://www.nature.com/articles/pcrj201265
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.2147/COPD.S42866
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/1465-9921-14-112
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/1465-9921-14-112

