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     ABSTRACT 

 

Different plant species, for example, Opuntia stricta have 

created cautious measures, specifically, spines, thistles, and 

other sharp directed designs toward shield themselves from 

herbivores and different creatures benefiting from them. 

Opuntia stricta has attacked the northern piece of Laikipia 

County, Kenya, and its natural products are secured by little 

spines called glochids. This investigation decided the 

pathology in goats benefiting from this plant in Laikipia 

County. Eighteen goats that had eaten the plant and six others 

that were brought up in a farm without O. stricta were bought 

for the investigation. All investigation creatures were 

clinically analyzed for sores and euthanized for necropsy 

assessment. Clinically, goats influenced by O. stricta had 

helpless body condition, wounds on different body parts, and 

the runs. Variable quantities of O. stricta spines happened 

remotely on the skin all through the body and evoked agony, 

growing, and ulcerative injuries on influenced parts. Inner 

sores were seen in subcutaneous tissues (100%), along with 

stomatitis, cheilitis, gum disease, glossitis, abomasitis (100%), 

rumen, reticulum, omasum diminishing and loss of papillae 

(72.2%), esophagitis, and duodenitis (5.6%). Bodies had thick 

fat and solid decay. Other gross sores were summed up 

viscera decay, edema, subcutaneous emphysema, 

lymphadenopathy, abscesses, ascites, hydrothorax, and 

hydropericardium. The stomach divider and its mucosal folds 

were swollen with edema, hemorrhages, and dissipated foci of 

abscesses. Histopathology affirmed the principle injuries 

altogether influenced goats were unfamiliar body granulomas 

which were situated on the whole organs with net sores. Goats 

from O. without stricta farms had no spines or injuries. The 

neurotic impacts brought about by O. stricta brought about 

gaunt goats because of agony, powerlessness to chew and 

acclimatize food, and stress, bringing about helpless remains 

and organs quality and conceivable judgment and passing. 

This could influence the economics and vocations of networks 

in the examination territory, and consequently, the spread of 

this plant should be controlled.

 

 

 

Opuntia stricta assortment stricta, plants with thistles and spines [1], is 

among 100 of the "World's Worst" trespassers and poisonous wild plant 

[11]. Shackleton et al. [2], through a survey, evaluated nearby 

pastoralists impression of O. stricta in Laikipia County. They detailed 

that pastoralists felt that the plant added to medical affliction, for 

example, eye issues, swollen oral mucosa, helpless body condition, and 

possible demise of domesticated animals because of O. stricta glochids 

connection. The pathology in influenced domesticated animals 

(particularly goats) and its commitment to medical affliction were not 

very much archived in that review.  

 

In this examination, the gross and histopathological changes and 

impacts of this plant are portrayed in goats that have perused and 

benefited from O. stricta. The sort, appropriation, and rates of both outer 

and interior sores and cadaver condition in goats in the wake of 

benefiting from the O. stricta leafy foods leaves behind thistles and 

spines in their common state [2] are therefore detailed.  

 

Goats in the investigation region feed on barbed O. stricta organic 

products in its regular state [2] and create obsessive injuries as seen in 

this investigation. This is distinctive in different nations where this plant 

is taken care of to animals after spines and thistles are taken out 

utilizing propane or paraffin fire treatment, and accordingly, creatures 

don't create injuries [12]. No gross and minute sores were seen in charge 

goats that were raised in O. sans stricta farms, demonstrating that spines 

and thistles were related with injuries in influenced goats in Laikipia 

Northsub-County,Kenya.
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