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INTRODUCTION Finally, climate change is a significant threat to Echiura and other
marine organisms. Rising sea temperatures, ocean acidification,
and changing ocean currents can impact the distribution and
abundance of Echiura, as well as their prey and predators [4]. As
a result, Echiura populations may become more vulnerable to
extinction in a changing climate. To conserve Echiura and other
marine organisms in a changing world, a variety of approaches
. ) are needed. Habitat protection and restoration can be important
Echiura and what can be done to conserve these important 4 for conserving Echiura, as well as other benthic organisms.
marine worms. Echiura are known for their distinctive,  ps can involve designating marine protected areas, as well as
unsegmented bodies that can range from a few millimeters 0 r,cing the impacts of coastal development and other human
several centimeters in length. Their bodies are divided into @ 4ctjyities, Reducing overfishing and implementing sustainable
proboscis, a trunk, and a posterior tail. The proboscis is used 0 fjshing practices can also be important for conserving Echiura
capture and manipulate food, while the tail is used for burrowing  and other marine organisms. This can involve implementing
in marine sediments. Echiura feed on a variety of food sources, catch limits, reducing bycatch, and creating incentives for
including detritus, small invertebrates, and bacteria. They are  gystainable fishing practices. Reducing pollution, particularly
often found in soft-bottom habitats, where they can feed on  from |and-based sources, can also be an important tool for
organic matter that accumulates in the sediment. Echiura can  conserving Echiura. This can involve reducing nutrient runoff
also be important predators of other small invertebrates, such as from agricu|ture and urban areas, as well as reducing po”ution
nematodes and polychaetes. from industrial and shipping activities [5].

Echiura, like many other marine organisms, are facing a variety ~ Echiura are a unique and important group of marine worms
of threats in a changing world. Some of the main threats include  that play a critical role in marine ecosystems. However, they
habitat destruction, overfishing, pollution, and climate change.  are facing a variety of threats in a changing world, including
Habitat destruction is a major threat to Echiura, as many of  habitat destruction, overfishing, pollution, and climate change.
these organisms are found in soft-bottom habitats that are often ~ To conserve Echiura and other marine organisms, a variety
targeted for development and dredging. Coastal development  of approaches are needed, including habitat protection and
can also lead to increased sedimentation and turbidity, which  restoration, reducing overfishing and implementing sustainable
can impact Echiura feeding and reproduction [1]. Overfishingis  fishing practices, reducing pollution, and addressing climate
also a significant threat to Echiura, as these organisms are often  change. Continued research on the biology and ecology
consumed by bottom-dwelling fish and crustaceans. Overfishing ~ of Echiura is also needed to better understand their role in
can lead to declines in Echiura populations, which can have ~ marine ecosystems and to inform conservation efforts. Finally,
cascading effects on marine food webs. Pollution, particularly ~ addressing climate change is critical for conserving Echiura and
from land-based sources, can also impact Echiura. Runoff  Other marine organisms. This can involve reducing greenhouse
from agriculture and urban areas can introduce high levels  gas emissions, as well as developing adaptation strategies for
of nutrients and pollutants into marine environments, which ~ Marine ecosystems that are impacted by climate change. For
can lead to hypoxic conditions and other impacts on Echiura ~ €xample, creating networks of marine protected areas that span
and other benthic organisms [2]. Echiura feed on a variety ~ @ range of environmental conditions can help ensure the long-
of small invertebrates, as well as detritus and organic matter  term survival of Echiura and other marine organisms.
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