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Digital pathology: The future of diagnostic medicine.
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Digital pathology is a rapidly evolving field that has the 
potential to transform the way we diagnose and treat disease. 
Also known as virtual microscopy or whole slide imaging, 
digital pathology involves the capture, management, and 
interpretation of digital images of tissue specimens. These 
images can be analyzed and shared electronically, enabling 
pathologists and other medical professionals to collaborate 
more effectively and make faster, more accurate diagnoses. In 
traditional pathology, tissue specimens are examined under a 
microscope by a pathologist, who then creates a report detailing 
their findings. However, this process is time-consuming and 
can be subject to human error, as well as limitations related to 
the availability of expert pathologists and the quality of tissue 
samples [1].

Digital pathology addresses many of these challenges by 
digitizing tissue samples and allowing them to be viewed 
and analyzed remotely. This means that pathologists can 
access digital images from anywhere in the world, and 
collaborate more effectively with colleagues and other 
medical professionals. One of the key advantages of digital 
pathology is the ability to share and analyze images in real-
time. This means that pathologists can consult with other 
experts and specialists, and make more informed decisions 
about diagnosis and treatment. It also means that patients can 
receive faster and more accurate diagnoses, leading to more 
effective treatment and better outcomes [2].

Digital pathology also has the potential to reduce costs and 
increase efficiency in the healthcare system. By reducing the 
need for physical slides and transport of samples, it can help 
to streamline the diagnostic process and reduce wait times for 
patients. It can also enable pathologists to review and interpret 
more cases in less time, allowing them to work more efficiently 
and potentially reduce the need for additional staffing. Another 
potential benefit of digital pathology is the ability to leverage 
artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning algorithms to 
improve diagnosis and treatment. By analysing large amounts 
of data from digital images, AI and machine learning can help 
to identify patterns and relationships that may be difficult for 
human pathologists to detect. This can lead to more accurate 
and personalized treatment plans for patients [3].

Despite these potential benefits, the adoption of digital 
pathology has been somewhat slow in many parts of the world. 
One reason for this is the significant investment required to 
implement digital pathology systems, which can involve 

expensive equipment and software, as well as significant 
changes to existing laboratory workflows and processes. 
There are also concerns around the accuracy and reliability 
of digital pathology systems, particularly when it comes 
to the interpretation of complex images and the potential 
for errors or bias. As with any new technology, it will be 
important for healthcare providers to carefully evaluate and 
validate digital pathology systems before implementing them 
in clinical practice. Nevertheless, the potential benefits of 
digital pathology are significant, and there are already many 
examples of its successful implementation in both research 
and clinical settings. For example, in 2018, researchers at the 
University of California, Los Angeles, used digital pathology 
to develop a deep learning algorithm that could accurately 
diagnose prostate cancer with an accuracy rate of 99.38% [4].

Similarly, in the UK, the National Health Service (NHS) 
has launched a digital pathology program that aims to create 
a national network of pathology services. This program is 
expected to improve diagnostic accuracy, reduce waiting 
times for patients, and ultimately save costs for the NHS. As 
digital pathology continues to evolve and become more widely 
adopted, it is likely that it will transform the way we diagnose 
and treat disease. By enabling faster and more accurate 
diagnoses, improving collaboration and communication 
among healthcare providers, and leveraging AI and machine 
learning to enhance diagnosis and treatment, digital pathology 
has the potential to improve outcomes and save lives [5].
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