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China’s functional neurosurgery forum adds endoscopic minimally invasive
spine surgery to their 2017 meeting agenda.
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The China Forum on Functional Neurosurgery held an
International meeting on Sept 16-17, 2017. The program’s
agenda of Morning Plenary Sessions consisted of invited
foreign experts from the USA, Canada, France, Japan, South
Korea, and Taiwan. The Chinese members of the Chinese
Institute provided the plenary Session on functional
neurosurgery by futuristic talks by their Chinese faculty
members.

Professor Yongjie Li, Chair of the 2017 Forum on Functional
Neurosurgery, welcomed the attendees with a message about
the future of functional neurosurgery that encompasses neuro-
navigation, surgical robots, visual and augmented reality.
Professor Yongie Li, the director of functional neurosurgery, at
Xuanwu hospital of Capital Medical University, established the
first functional neurosurgery center in China [1]. Professor
Hongwei Zhu, also from Capital Medical University, after
listening to an academic talk on the state of endoscopic surgery,
came to Phoenix to study and see the transforaminal
endoscopic technique first hand for himself [2]. He then
convinced his colleague, to feature endoscopic spine surgery as
the next “break-through” in functional neurosurgery in China
[3]. They were both encouraged by orthopedic trained fellows
Xifeng Zhang, and Yinggang Zheng, to bring endoscopic
technology to China.

On this occasion, Minimally Invasive Endoscopic Spine
Surgery was, for the first time, an integral part of the main
meeting in plenary sessions that included presentations on
Endoscopic spine surgery by Dr Anthony Yeung, from the USA
and Dr Gun Choi from South Korea, and Girish Datar, all
students of Dr Yeung [4]. All three are key opinion leaders on
endoscopic spine surgery. Dr Yeung covered the rationale of his
selective endoscopic discectomy, a technique for surgically
treating the pain generators in the lumbar spine by reviewing
the role of chymopapain mediated intradiscal therapy [5].
Selective endoscopic discectomy technique was trademarked
by Dr Yeung to represent the concept of “surgical pain
management” for a wide spectrum of painful patho-anatomy in
the lumbar spine. Grish Data spoke of foraminoplasty as an
extension of selective endoscopic discectomy, and Gun Choi
reported on the state of the art of Endoscopic Spine Surgery
that evolved to successfully treat common pathology in the
cervical, Thoracic, and Lumbar Spine [6].

The previous year Dr Yeung introduced endoscopic spine
surgery to the Chinese Functional Neurosurgery Meeting
Organizers. China has been encouraged to become a leader in
new technologies by policies instigated by President Xi, and
endoscopic surgery of the spine qualified for that directive.
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Along with Drs Yeung and Choi, International experts in the
field exposed the attendees of the 2017 meeting with
comprehensive  presentations on functional neurology,
neurosurgery, and pain management.

In three parallel afternoon sessions, covering two days on
movement disorders, epilepsy surgery, and minimally invasive
spine surgery, enthusiastic attendees could choose to attend any
of the three parallel sessions.

On Sunday, the plenary sessions covered Deep Brain
Stimulation, Peripheral Nerve Stimulation, and Multimodal
Evaluation for Refractory Epilepsy, Neurosurgery for Various
Types of Dystonias, and an Update on Spinal Cord Stimulation
[7].

The parallel sessions covered Neuromodulation for epilepsy,
Micro vascular Decompression but highlighted by live
operation demonstrations of endoscopic cervical and lumbar
decompressive surgery, followed by select presentations on
minimally invasive spine surgery by international faculty [8,9].

One surprise event was the Introduction of the Yeung
Endoscopy Spine Society, attended by 40 of Dr Yeung’s
Chinese spine fellows who received training by Dr Yeung
through Chinese government education programs and partial
Industrial sponsorships by Bonovo’s Academic Alliance,
Elliquence, a radiofrequency endoscopic modulation company
and Accuretech, a Holmium: Yag laser company [10].

The original club designation now has official Society Status
for Chinese government recognition, and Xifeng Zhang was
elected the first president.

The addition of endoscopic spine surgery complements the goal
and expanded platform of functional neurosurgery to add
endoscopic spine to their Brain platform as China aims to be a
world leader in functional neurosurgery by adding endoscopic
surgery to their clinical platform.
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Figure 1. Organizing Committee’s decision to add endoscopic spine
surgery to the 2017 China Forum on Functional Neurosurgery.

Left to right Liang Qiao, Wei Tao, Conference Chair Yongjie
Li, Anthony Yeung, Xifeng Zhang, Hongwei Zhu.
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Figure 2. Dr Yeung presenting keynote address on Selective
Endoscopic Discectomy address at morning plenary session of CFFN
2017.

Figure 3. Special Event at CFFN 2107: Formation of the Yeung
Endoscopic Spine Society with a commemorative Album.

Left to right Hongwei Zhu, Yongjie Li, Girish Datar, Anthony
Yeung holding the commemorative album of the Yeung
Endoscopic Society (Figures 1-3).
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