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Abstract:

Statement of the Problem: Antibiotics remain a mainstay in
the treatment of potentially fatal bacterial diseases, prevent-
ing millions of deaths every year.l Optimization of antibi-
otic use is crucial to ensure rational and effective use whilst
limiting use which contributes to antibiotic resistance in the
community due to excessive use or under-dosing. A multi-
disciplinary team concept, including protocol-driven phar-
macist prescribing, supports efforts in ensuring rational use
of antibiotics by patients in the community. The purpose of
this study was to describe the pharmacist’s perceived risks of
potential antibiotic prescribing by pharmacists. Methodolo-
gy: A self-administered questionnaire was developed2-5 and
validated via a two-round Delphi technique, and was dissem-
inated to pharmacists practicing in Malta, electronically and
personally through visits to pharmacies. The questionnaire
had three sections and comprised Likertscale questions an-
chored by O denoting the lowest score and 4 denoting the
highest score, open-ended and close-ended questions. Data
analysis was undertaken using the Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences. Findings: Two hundred and nine pharma-
cists from a total sample of 930 answered the questionnaire,
(6% margin of error).
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