
https://www.alliedacademies.org/archives-food-nutrition/

Arch Food Nutr 2023 Volume 6 Issue 51

Short Communication

Citation: Ludwig S. Allergen-specific immunotherapy: A promising approach for managing food allergies. Arch Food Nutr. 2023;6(5):168

Allergen-specific immunotherapy: A promising approach for managing 
food allergies.

Stephan Ludwig*

Department of Molecular Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University of Malaya, Malaysia

Introduction
Food allergies have become increasingly prevalent and pose 
significant challenges for those affected. The immune system's 
inappropriate response to certain food proteins can result 
in a range of allergic reactions, some of which can be life-
threatening. While there is no cure for food allergies, allergen-
specific immunotherapy (AIT) has emerged as a promising 
approach for managing these conditions. AIT aims to 
desensitize the immune system to specific allergens, reducing 
the severity of allergic reactions and improving the quality 
of life for those with food allergies. In this article, we will 
explore the concept of AIT, its mechanisms, and its potential 
as a breakthrough therapy for food allergy management [1].

Allergen-specific immunotherapy, often referred to as AIT, is 
a treatment approach designed to modify the immune system's 
response to specific allergens. It is based on the principle of 
controlled exposure to small, gradually increasing amounts of 
the allergen, with the ultimate goal of reducing the individual's 
allergic sensitivity to that particular substance [2].

While AIT is not a cure for food allergies, it has shown 
remarkable potential in helping individuals with food allergies 
manage their condition and reduce the risk and severity of 
allergic reactions. In SCIT, tiny amounts of the allergen are 
injected under the skin, typically in the form of allergy shots. 
These injections are administered by a healthcare professional, 
with the dose increasing gradually over time. SCIT helps the 
immune system build tolerance to the allergen, ultimately 
leading to reduced allergic responses [3].

SLIT is a more patient-friendly approach in which allergen 
extracts are administered orally, typically in drop or tablet 
form, under the tongue. This method is considered safer and 
more convenient than SCIT, making it an attractive option 
for food allergy management. Like SCIT, SLIT involves 
gradually increasing the allergen dose [4].

The mechanisms underlying AIT are complex. During 
the treatment, the immune system gradually shifts from a 
pro-inflammatory response to a more balanced, regulatory 
response. AIT aims to induce immune tolerance, where the 
immune system recognizes the allergen as harmless and no 
longer launches a severe reaction in response to its presence. 
AIT promotes the production of regulatory T cells, a type of 
immune cell that helps maintain tolerance to allergens [5].

Conclusion
Allergen-specific immunotherapy represents a promising 
approach for managing food allergies, offering the potential to 
reduce the severity of allergic reactions and improve the quality 
of life for those affected. While it is not without challenges and 
considerations, ongoing research and advancements in AIT 
hold the promise of more effective and personalized treatment 
strategies for food allergy management. As our understanding 
of this therapy deepens, it may become an increasingly 
important tool in the management of food allergies.

References
1. Feuille E, Nowak-Wegrzyn A. Allergen-specific 

immunotherapies for food allergy. Alleg, asthma & immun 
res. 2018;10(3):189-206.

2. Pechsrichuang P, Jacquet A. Molecular approaches to 
allergen‐specific immunotherapy: Are we so far from clinical 
implementation? Clin Expet Allerg. 2020;50(5):543-57.

3. Pfaar O et al., . Recent developments and highlights in 
allergen immunotherapy. Allergy. 2018 ;73(12):2274-89.

4. Passalacqua G et al., . Current insights in allergen 
immunotherapy. Annals of Alle, Asthma & Immun. 
2018;120(2):152-4.

5. Akdis M, Akdis CA. Mechanisms of allergen-specific 
immunotherapy. J Alleg and Cli Immun. 2007;119(4):780-9.

*Correspondence to: Stephan Ludwig, Department of Molecular Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University of Malaya, Malaysia, E-mail: Ludwig55@um.edu.my

Received: 04-Oct-2023, Manuscript No. AAAFN-23- 118216; Editor assigned: 05-Oct-2023, PreQC No. AAAFN-23- 118216 (PQ); Reviewed: 18-Oct-2023, QC No. AAAFN-23- 
118216; Revised: 20-Oct-2023, Manuscript No. AAAFN-23- 118216 (R); Published: 26-Oct-2023, DOI:10.35841/aaafn-6.5.168

https://www.alliedacademies.org/archives-food-nutrition/
https://synapse.koreamed.org/upload/synapsedata/pdfdata/0166aair/aair-10-189.pdf
https://synapse.koreamed.org/upload/synapsedata/pdfdata/0166aair/aair-10-189.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/cea.13588
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/cea.13588
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/cea.13588
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/all.13652
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/all.13652
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1081120617312619
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1081120617312619
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S009167490700228X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S009167490700228X

