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Commentary
Mammals are all affected by cancer. Some species acquire 
malignancies that are strikingly comparable to human diseases, 
while others are infected with a rare, infectious malignancy. The 
most frequent tumours in dogs are those that involve the skin or 
the tissue immediately under the skin. Skin cancers are detected 
more commonly in animals than other tumours, partly because 
they are the most visible tumours and partly because the skin 
is continually exposed to a variety of tumour-causing elements 
in the environment. Skin cancers can be caused by a variety 
of factors, including chemicals, ultraviolet light, and viruses. 
Hormonal imbalances and hereditary variables may also play 
a role in skin tumour growth. All the layers and components 
of the skin have the potential to produce unique cancers. It 
might be difficult to tell the difference between a tumour and 
an inflammatory illness. Tumours often appear as tiny lumps or 
bumps, but they can also appear as bald, discoloured patches, 
rashes, or non-healing wounds. 

Apocrine gland tumours of the anal sac

The most frequent form of these tumours is a deep, solid mass 
around the anal sacs. The most vulnerable canines include 
older English Cocker Spaniels, Springer Spaniels, Dachshunds, 
Alaskan Malamutes, German Shepherds, and mixed-breed 
dogs. The tumours may pinch the rectum and cause constipation 
as they develop. Some of these cancers are linked to a condition 
marked by excessively high calcium levels in the bloodstream. 
Calcium deficiency leads to a loss of appetite, weight loss, renal 
illness, and an increase in water intake and output. Local lymph 
nodes and other organs are frequently affected by malignancies. 
Few dogs survive more than a year after being diagnosed with 
this form of tumour.

Basal cell tumours and carcinomas 

Basal cells are found near the base of the skin's top layer (the 
epidermis). A basal cell tumour is a benign development of 
these cells. They are of two types - Basal cell carcinoma is a 
cancerous tumour. Basal cell tumours and basal cell carcinomas 
(basosquamous cell carcinoma).

Benign fibroblastic tumours

Collagenous nevi, Dermato fibrosis (dermatofibromas), skin 
tags and fibromas are categorized under this type of tumour. 

Benign, non-viral, wart-like tumours

These tumors resemble warts in appearance, but unlike genuine 
warts, they are not caused by a virus (papilloma’s). These 
tumors are usually straightforward to remove and pose minimal 
risk to the animal's general health. Epidermal hamartomas and 
canine warty dyskertomas are the types of tumors. 

Blood vessel tumours 
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They include hemangiomas, hemangiopericytomas, cutaneous 
angiosarcomas (skin).

Hair follicle tumours 

They include Trichilemmomas, trichoepitheliomas, malignant 
trichoepitheliomas, pilomatricomas, malignant pilomatricomas.

Histocytic cell tumours 

Histiocytomas, cutaneous histiocytosis, malignant histiocytosis 
are the types of histocytic cell tumours. 

Lymphoid tumours of the skin 

They include canine extramedullary plasmacytomas, 
cutaneous lymphosarcoma, epitheliotropic lymphosarcoma, no 
epitheliotropic cutaneous lymphosarcoma.

Mast cell tumours 

Mast cell tumours get their name from the type of cell that gives 
them life. Allergic responses are mediated by mast cells. They 
emit histamine, which causes itchiness and irritation, as well as 
other substances that might induce shock. The most frequent 
malignant tumour in dogs is mast cell tumours. They can affect 
dogs of any age, although they are most prevalent in dogs aged 
8 to 10. They can appear anywhere on the body surface, as well 
as in internal organs, although the most common places are the 
limbs (particularly the back of the upper thigh), lower abdomen, 
and chest.   In general, Surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation 
therapy are the three most frequent treatments for animal cancer 
and tumours (also called radiotherapy). Each of these therapies 
can be used on its own or in conjunction with others.
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